
 

 

Linda’s Lines             by Linda Doyle, CEO/Administrator 

Volume XXXIII, Issue 5, SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 2018 

 Yet another day/night of pouring rain – it just will not quit and I don’t even watch the 8 day forecast anymore be-
cause it is always the same – rain and more rain. The first Iowa State football game was rained out but luckily, for Northcrest 
residents, the sun shone on the marching band as they played on the steps of the Alumni Center before the game. The 
Northcrest bus was there to return everyone home while hundreds of fans ran for shelter from the rain.  Aren’t we lucky!!! 
 The excitement is building as plans continue for the new project and more and more people are signing up for one 
of the 48 new apartments.  We made it through the first two passages of ordinance rezoning, with the third reading sched-
uled for September 11.  Mayor Haila saw our busload of residents filing into Chambers and asked, “Linda, did you bring all 
these people?” “Why, yes I did!” It was great to have so much support from residents and the clapping and celebration start-
ed after the unanimous vote to approve. Residents continued their support at the second reading and Tim Gartin, council 
member, commented that they appreciated all the love we brought with us. The Council is not used to having such positive 
reactions like those shown by residents.  A good time was had by all. 
 Residents had an opportunity to hear from our Project Manager, Bill Hagstrom, at the Town Hall meeting held in 
August and to see some of the first renderings of the new buildings. Then it was time for Q & A – and there were many 
questions. Thanks to everyone who attended and asked questions.   
 My days are spent on either the phone or visiting in person with people who are reserving their new apartments. 
Please contact me if you are on the wait list, are interested in the new apartments, and have not yet been contacted 
by me. You’ll want to make your selection before the one you want is gone. They will all have an open floor plan with 
spacious living and dining area, two bedrooms, two baths, 9’ ceilings, washer & dryer, extra storage room, underground 
parking, and a gas fireplace. However, the most exciting feature for me is the Four Season Sunroom, and I am thrilled for 
this to be part of the plan. Numerous windows will bring in the light and the outdoors no matter what the season. I would just 
love to sit there with the windows open, crisp fall air coming in while sipping cocoa, reading a good book, and listening to the 
Ames High marching band. Now, this is fall the way it should be and will be in 2019. Then it will be time to think about deco-
rating for Christmas – the possibilities are endless as the Dream of those forward thinking pioneers in 1962 continues today. 
 The focus has been on the apartments, but just as exciting will be the addition of 32 Assisted Living apartments, 
new Health Center, new larger multi-purpose room, redesigned Wellness area and of course, the Pub.  Stay tuned! 
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The most frequent questions we are asked about 
Australia are: 
 How much do airline tickets cost?  
 $2,000 - $2,500 
 How long is the plane trip?  
 Non-stop from Dallas, TX to Sydney is 16 –  
 17 hours. 
 Did you see the Opera House in Sydney?   
 Yes, and it is absolutely amazing. 
 Do you drive in Australia?   
 No, Australia was a British Colony. They 
 drive on the left side of the road and we made 
 a very reasonable decision to not try to adjust.  
 Being a passenger is stressful enough when it 
 seems like they are always turning in the 
 wrong direction. 
 Did you see kangaroo?   
 Yes, on our road trip from Melbourne to Syd-
 ney we saw them in the paddocks (pastures) 
 similar to the way we see deer in the U.S. 
 Did you see koala?   
 No, they are usually not as visible. Austral- 
 ians were quick to remind us they are not  

 koala bears. They are arboreal herbivorous 
 marsupials and are native to Australia. 
 
Our son, his wife and four children moved to Austral- 
ia in 2006. They now hold dual Australian and Unit- 
ed States citizenship. In April 2018, we traveled  
there to attend our granddaughter’s wedding and  
meet our first great grandson. I was asked to write  
an article about that trip, but to do so would be to  
share hundreds of pictures of the most beautiful  
bride and the cutest great grandson in the world …  
that would be annoying. Instead, I will share some  
notes about our earlier trips.    
 
Australia is the sixth largest continent with 2.9 sq. 
miles compared to the United States 3.8 million sq. 
miles. It is mostly plateau desert with fertile plains in 
the southwest. It is generally arid to semi-arid in the 
south and tropical in the north. 
   
Their population is about 24.8 million with 16.4 mil-
lion living in their six largest cities, all located on the 
coastlines. This compares to about 326 million living 
in the United States. Over one-third of their citizens  

Australia-The Land Down Under       by Ron & Dee  
Matthews 
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Australia (continued) 

report at least two nationalities in their ancestry. It is 
truly a melting pot of population. It was fascinating 
to be on the train and see a small Asian appearing 
child and then hear her speak with a perfect Aus-
tralian accent. She obviously was a native Australi-
an.  Our son has been affiliated with both a Leba-
nese Baptist Church and a Philippine Baptist 
Church.  That is truly multi-cultural.     
 
On our first trip we purchased a Qantas Aussie 
Pass which allowed us to make four stops in Aus-
tralia on this one ticket. Our flight left Dallas around 
10 PM.  They served a delicious large meal with 
wine. Then they turned off the lights and hoped eve-
ryone would sleep for several hours and settle in for 
the 16-17 hour flight. On Qantas, every passenger 
has their own television with movies, television pro-
grams, games and a view of the flight pattern for 
entertainment during the flight.   
 
We landed in Brisbane (pronounced Briz Bun) with 
a population of 4.2 million and we fell in love with 
the city. In 1823 it was the second established Brit-
ish penal colony which became free in 1842. Euro-
pean immigrants, mainly German, soon began to 
settle there. It was important during World War II 
and became the headquarters for General Douglas 
MacArthur. The city is very European in its build-
ings, other structures and food choices.  
 
Our next flight was to Cairns (pronounced Canns), 
with a population of around 140,000, in the northern 
tropical area that reminded us of Florida. We took 
the training to participate in a glass bottom boat ride 
to see the Great Barrier Reef. However, it was rain-
ing the next day, so boat trips were not allowed. We 
did take a gondola ride over a beautiful rain forest. It 
stopped at observation points and we were able to 
hike the trails. The birds, animals and plants were 
all new to us and very interesting. 
 
The next stop was to the Outback and a visit to the 
very isolated sacred cultural center of the Aboriginal 
population named Uluru (pronounced Oo La roo), 
with a population of about 300. The European set-
tlers renamed the area Ayers Rock but it is again 
known by the Aboriginal name of Uluru. We enjoyed 
a Sounds of Silence dinner under the millions of 
stars. We sat back and took in the mystery of the 
desert at night as an astronomer took us on a tour 
of the southern night skies.  
 
For our last stop, we flew to Sydney, population of 

about 4.5 million and Australia’s largest city.  Syd-
ney was first settled as a British penal colony from 
1788 – 1850. It is now a beautiful metropolitan city.  
From the airplane you can see the Sydney Opera 
House and the Sydney Harbor Bridge. The Opera 
House is much more amazing close up than in pic-
tures. It was to cost $7 million and take four years to 
build. The final cost was 
$102 million and took 
fourteen years to com-
plete. It was largely paid 
for with state lottery 
money. It is covered with 
one million roof tiles 
made in Sweden. We 
attended a children’s play and enjoyed the acous-
tics and amazing architecture of the exterior and 
interior. 
 
We spent several days walking in the city, enjoying 
their museums, historical digs of the penal colony 
era, and the Queen Victoria Building. Rich in history 
and architecturally splendid, the Queen Victoria 
Building (QVB) occupies an entire block on Syd-
ney's George Street, and has over 180 fine fashion 
boutiques, jewelry shops and homewares, accom-
panied by delightful cafes and restaurants. It was 
built in the 1890’s and was beautifully restored and 
re-opened in 1986. It quickly became Sydney's 
most popular shopping center. The dominant fea-
ture is the mighty center dome, which during the 
holiday period is occupied by a giant Christmas tree 
from basement to ceiling. Glorious stained-glass 
windows and splendid architecture have been well 
maintained throughout the building and an original 
19th century staircase sits alongside the dome. 
 
On other Australian trips we have enjoyed: 
 A one-day trip to the Australian capital, Canber-

ra (pronounced Can burr a).  
 A two-day road trip from Melbourne (pronounced 

Mel Bun) to Sydney. 
 Several days in the Blue Mountains, including 

the Three Sisters Mountain Peaks 
 Several days on beautiful beaches.   
 Using an AirBNB apartment. 
 
This was to be an article, not a book, so these ad- 
ventures will have to be reported at a different time.   
 
Needless to say, we enjoy Australia – its people –  
its scenery – its history and much more. 
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Meet Your Neighbor              by Norma Hensley 

Willie Struss has joined the Northcrest family in F-22.  Willie is a native Nebras-
kan, born and raised as a “farm kid” on what is now a 100 year plus family farm.  
She, as many of us, grew up in the “less than affluent” ‘30s.  She remembers the 
thrill when her Dad could afford a saddle so that she and her siblings no longer 
had to ride their horses bareback. She graduated from Hastings High School. 
This was the time when high school girls “trained” for either commercial (typing, 
shorthand and bookkeeping) or normal training (teaching).  Willie taught country 
school for two years in the Nebraska Sand Hills area.  She attended classes dur-
ing the summers at Hastings College.   
 
Willie left the country life to take a job in the office of the Naval Ammunition   
Depot in Hastings for the next two years.  She then took a job at the air base in 
Lincoln.  There she renewed her acquaintance with Roland (Rollie). They began 
their 56 years of marriage and lived in Lincoln for two years.  Following the  
completion of Rollie’s degree from the University of Nebraska, they moved to Al-

buquerque, New Mexico where he was employed with the Atomic Research Laboratory.  In 1960, he 
was transferred to the laboratory in Ames. 
 
For the next forty-three years, in addition to Rollie’s “day job”, they were full-fledged farmers outside of 
Ames - cattle, hogs and row crops.  She comes to us from her Ames home on 24th Street. 
 
After their four children graduated from Iowa State and moved to various locations in the U.S., Willie 
returned to school and earned her degree in political science from ISU.  She has seven grandchildren 
and one great grandson. 
 
Willie  has contributed time to the Local History Association.   She is a member of PEO, Questers, and a 
book club.  She is looking forward to having the time for more of the reading she loves to do. 
   
She and Rollie traveled extensively throughout Europe and the United States.  She enjoys traveling and 
wishes they had done more. 
 
Willie, we extend welcoming good wishes to you from your Northcrest family! 

 Ames Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
 

Saturday, October 6, 2018 
@ Ames Middle School 

  8:00 am    Registration begins 
  9:30 am    Opening Ceremony & Walk 
 

Northcrest is a major sponsor of the Ames  
Walk to End Alzheimer’s,  

a fundraising event to help end Alzheimer’s Disease. Each year staff members, residents, family and 
friends make up Team Heartwood to show our support for our Heartwood House residents and their 
families.  It’s also an opportunity to honor our own family members who have been affected by the  

disease.  The Northcrest family has a tradition of turning out for this meaningful event.  
 

 
Stop by and visit our booth, buy a raffle ticket,  

make a donation... 
 

If you’d like more information on how to join TEAM HEART-
WOOD, contact Jessica at jkvach@northcrestcommunity.org 

 
Join us in making a difference! 
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Meet Your Neighbor                by Lorene Hoover 

 John and Luann 
Basart, an on-the-go couple, 
continue their volunteer and 
professional activities as 
they move from their home 
of 36 years on Ash Avenue 
to their townhouse at 1811 
Northcrest Court. They were 
surprised to learn this town-
house was previously occu-
pied by a former colleague, 

Cheng Hsieh and his wife Janet. Other colleagues across 
campus, now their neighbors, welcome John and Luann 
to Northcrest Community. 

John was born in Minburn in Dallas County. After 
high school graduation, he served in the U. S. Air Force, 
repairing electrical systems on B-47 bombers and KC-97 
refueling planes. He also serviced the KC-97 planes at 
Thule Air Base in Greenland. He remembers below zero 
weather throughout twenty-four hours of total darkness, 
both day and night. He entered college at Iowa State 
College in 1959, studying electrical engineering.   

In 1956, Luann graduated from Dolliver High 
School, just south of the Minnesota border. She attended 
Morningside College in Sioux City to secure a two-year 
teacher’s certificate. One year of teaching convinced her 
that was not what she wanted to do. 
 In the spring and summer of 1959, both John and 
Luann were attending classes at Iowa State College. It 
was during that summer they met in an algebra class. 
They were also in the same informal study group. In 
1960, they were married in John’s home church in     
Minburn, Iowa.   
 While working at two part-time jobs, Luann con-
tinued to take classes in order to graduate with John in 
1962. Neither of them attended their graduation ceremo-
ny. They had to work. A classmate in one of Luann’s clas-
ses was the future poet, Ted Kooser, who was later  
honored to be named Poet Laureate of the United states. 
 The years following graduation from Iowa State 
University brought about many changes for the young 
couple. Luann continued to work at the University Library 
until the birth of their first child, Jill, in the spring of 
1963. Jill and her two sons now live in Albuquerque. 
Their other daughter Ann, born in 1970, died this past 
March following a long illness. Ann is survived by her 
husband and two daughters. Her family lives in Washing-
ton state. 
 John continued his education in graduate school 
at ISU. He accepted a summer research job in San Diego 
in 1964. Then, continuing with his PhD education, he 
graduated in 1967. Following that, a post-doc position 
took them to Charlottesville, Virginia, to the National   
Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO). In 1969, John 
returned to the Electrical Engineering Dept. at ISU as an 
Assistant Professor. 

 In 1979, John accepted a System Scientist    
Position at NRAO in Socorro, New Mexico. He conducted 
system studies of the Very Large Array of 27 large anten-
nas, 25 meters in diameter. He also observed and stud-
ied quasars and galaxies with the high resolution array. 
 In 1981, John and Luann returned to Ames where 
he was now full Professor of Electrical Engineering. John 
branched out to do research in nondestructive evaluation 
(NDE) through affiliation with the new Center for NDE at 
ISU. He retired in the year 2000. 
 In retirement, John continues on a volunteer   
basis with his work in electrical engineering at ISU for 
four days a week. He enjoys going to Dixieland jazz  
festivals and producing his Dixieland radio show each 
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. on radio station KHOI (89.1 
FM). Currently, he is preparing his show for national   
syndication. He also enjoys tutoring grade school children 
in mathematics. He likes to drum, and continues playing 
the drum set with the Dixie Slicks Jazz Band (Dixieland/
traditional jazz), with The Heart of Iowa Senior Band 
(concert band), and Jazz Jam twice a month at the 
Heartland Senior Center. 
 Throughout this time, Luann has enjoyed tutoring 
students or volunteering to serve with various activities 
such as the Pammel School sponsored by Pammel Court. 
She worked as a volunteer librarian at the Ames High 
School and she has continued to build on her twenty-
year role as volunteer for Ames City Library. (Luann’s 
Northcrest living room is a testament to her love of 
books. All kinds of books. Walls from floor to ceiling are 
covered with book shelves full of some of her favorite 
books.) Luann also likes working with children. For years 
she and Katy Seidel led Girl Scout troops and Day Camps. 
Luann is a lifetime member of the Girl Scouts.  
 Both John and Luann are grateful for the work 
Harris and Katy Seidel, and other long time residents, 
have given to the development of Northcrest, where  
Harris was a ground breaker. Luann mentioned that one 
of her grandmothers had lived to almost 100 years old. 
She  believes Northcrest offers the security and care resi-
dents need for healthy and happy aging.  She says, “We 
are glad to be able to take advantage of this wonderful 
place.” 
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Know your Staff            

Emily Craig by Miriam Patterson 

 Think about it for a minute. Aren’t the faces and the voices and the friend-
ly attitudes behind the Front Desk at Northcrest some of the most comforting      
aspects of our life here……and maybe the most impactful first impressions that 
visitors have of us? The importance of that position can’t be overstated. So when 
someone new fills that space, we are eager to check out him/her to be satisfied 
that the standard is met! I had a chance to visit with Emily this week, and I       
believe we have found a treasure! 

 At the end of June this year, Emily Craig joined the receptionist team, working at the Front Desk  
primarily on Wednesday evenings and every other Sunday afternoon.     
 Emily comes from Woodward, where she graduated from high school. Even before graduation, she 
began working there in a bank and worked there and in a Boone bank for the next six years. She recalls 
taking “a lot of” business courses while in high school and completed a two year degree at DMAC in Busi-
ness Administration. Now her full time employment is at Iowa State University in the General Services 
Building, where she works in Facilities and Human Resources. In all of these experiences, the customer 
service component is primary. 
 Fun for Emily is being outdoors, camping and kayaking. She was on the golf team in high school 
and during her years at DMAC. She is also a crocheter. And, most important for all of us, she meets every-
one who comes in with a beautiful smile and efficient and friendly attention to whatever is needed.  
 Welcome to Northcrest, Emily. We hope you will be with us for a long time! 

Jaden Hassfedt  
by Phyllis Harris 

Jaden was born and raised 
with two sisters and three 
brothers in Ames, graduat-
ed from Gilbert High 
School.  He comes to 
Northcrest with a broad 

work experience in a local eatery on South Duff 
where he was a supervisor, a responsibility cover-
ing many aspects of commercial dining. 
 In his free time, Jaden enjoys hiking and 
learning more about photography, along with his 
eleven month old Great Dane, Ophi, whose diet 
needs monitoring so she doesn’t gain weight too 
fast or in the wrong places for health and comfort 
later. A caution to the human population as well! 
 Jaden has passed by Northcrest and Heart-
wood House most of his life, but only now appreci-
ates the extent of the campus with its varied living 
accommodations, making it a great place for every-
one.  He says, “Everyone at Northcrest  
is friendly. Everyone is significant, making  
it ‘community’ at its best.”   

Chantzler Brooks 
by Phyllis Harris 

Chantzler is also a new 
cook at Northcrest since 
June, recently graduating 
from Durant High School.  
Before he arrived in Ames, 
he twirled pizza dough in 

Iowa City where he was born and raised with his 
older sister and where his dog, Sonny, a Golden 
Doodle, presently remains.   

In his spare time, Chantzler reads and 
goes to the gym. Fellow cook Will LaPietra is 
teaching him to play the guitar. Chantzler learned 
about Northcrest from Andrew Reinert, our       
esteemed IT specialist. 

“I like it here a lot.” he says. “It’s something 
different everyday.”  This is a sentiment that reso-
nates with all the cooks, and championed by 
Northcrest residents who depend on the kitchen! 
We extend a warm welcome to our new cook, 
Chantzler Brooks. 
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First Lines (from donations to the library)       Submitted by 
Phyllis Harris 

“On Interstate 80 three or four hours into the long westward drive across Nebraska, with the sun  
hovering mercilessly in the midsummer sky on a cloudless and broiling July afternoon, there were mo-
ments when I thought there was no  way I’d ever find what I had come here to seek.”    
(This book review was in the May-June, 2018 edition of the Northcrester.) 
 Once Upon a Town, Bob Greene 
 
“The Cuban customs officer lifted an eyebrow at the bridal gown—a white satin bodice with tulle  
appliqué, sheer sleeves, and a two-foot train—and took a long, suspicious look at the couple.” 
 Death comes in through the Kitchen,   Teresa Dovalpaqe 
 
“Even now, she can’t decide.”      
 In the Unlikely Event, Judy Blume 
 
“It’s not fair that my sister was killed by a drunk driver.”   

Your Journey from Mourning to Joy, Grief Share 
 

“My father had a small estate in Nottinghamshire; I was the third of five sons.” 
 Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Sw ift 
 
“One thing Joe Byler couldn’t stand was a dirty car.”   

The Amish Millionaire,  Wanda E. and Jean Brunstetter 
 

“Darren Keller poured himself a cup of coffee and headed for the living room to relax for the evening.”  
 The Celebration, Wanda E and Jean Brunstetter 
 
“Sometimes you catch a break.”  
 The Steel Kiss, Jeffery Deaver 
 
“If the gray clouds in the sky had not suddenly split apart and released an explosion of rain, Jewel 
Fairchild would have chosen to walk back to the train station on the shady road between two walls  
of green shrubs and trees.” Crossroads, Belva Plain 
 
“Tessie Miller would be the first to admit that living at home these days was not nearly as much fun as it used to 
be.” The Last Bride, Beverly Lew is 
 
“As Will Robie stared out the plane window, he knew the next twenty- 
four hours could be his last on earth.”  
 End Game, David Balducci 
 
“Across the political spectrum, from the far left to the hardest right,  
America can agree on at least one thing.”  
 The Book of Joe, Joe Biden and Jeff Wilser 
 
“My friend Marilyn remembers a time when her daughter Valerie, was four years old.” 
 Grace from the Garden, Debra Landwehr Engle 
 
“Goodness, but the air was cloying.”  
 The House of Velvet and Glass, Katherine Howe 
 
“No one knew what triggered the Swansdyke avalanche that began at exactly 4:10 P.M. on  
April 20, 1920.”      
 Whiter than Snow, Sandra Dallas 



 

 

The Oldest White Oak in Iowa  submitted by Dale Christensen 
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How I Have Already Won the Lottery  by Judy Brooks 

More than 100 years before French explorers Louis Joliet and Father Jacques Marquette first 
visited Iowa in 1673, a white Oak started growing on the banks of the Des Moines River in 
south-central Iowa. 
 
That tree, estimated at 442 years old when it was felled by wind in 2004 or 2005, was be-
lieved to have been the oldest white Oak tree on record in the state.  
 
The tree grew on a riverbank near the Warren County town of Hartford. It was in such a  
remote area, the tree had been downed for several years before it was discovered. Extremely old trees  
often are misshapen or far-flung, which would have made them less desirable for logging. 
 
Borings taken of the tree in 1983 indicated it was one of the state’s oldest. 
 
White oaks grow slowly adding a dense layer of hardwood each year. This makes the trees durable, but 
not necessarily the most impressive at a glance. The cross section of the 442-year-old white Oak is about 
three feet in diameter. 

 
Of the hardwood trees in Iowa, the white Oak is one of the longest-lived 
trees. There’s a stand of 400-plus-year-old white Oaks in Pammel Park in 
Madison County. Iowa also has some 500-year-old red Cedars on the bluffs 
overlooking the Mississippi River in northeast Iowa. 
 
The Science Center of Iowa donated a cross-section of the tree to put on dis-
play in the Wallace Building in Des Moines. 
 

Adapted from an article originally in the Cedar Rapids Gazette on June 5, 2018 

 I’m alive. 
 I had a Mom and a Dad who loved me. 
 I had four younger brothers and sisters who were made-to-order game players. 
 I grew up on a farm  -  I could roam the land  -  pretending I was an Indian, being 

free to go in and out of the house without fear. 
 I always had enough food. 
 I had books. Books were 50 cents when I was a child, and country school was always full of books. 
 I was taken to Vacation Bible School and Sunday School by my dad. 
 I had piano lessons and learned to play the cello. 
My family was quiet, definitely non-violent. 
 I had any needed health care. 
 I had, and have, friends. 
 I had schooling and a career that was fulfilling, never boring, and allowed 

me to raise my family. 
 I have a church where I can worship freely, find companionship, and not 

feel discriminated against. 
 I have been able to experience the love for and from children and grand-

children  -  an unbelievable gift. 
 Indeed, I have won the lottery! 
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The United States Fiscal Canoe glides at midstream in rough waters. The economy is doing well. The job and hous-
ing market are strong. The stock market, recovered from the Great Recession, is positive for the top 10% of Ameri-
can households (total wealth) who own 84% of all stock. 
 
From year 2000 to 2017, the public debt more than tripled and now totals about $45,000 for each of us. Budget 
deficit spending, about $800 billion per year in fiscal year 2018, totals $2,500 each. 
 
Based on the 2016 United States budget, expenditures for Entitlements, Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, 
total about $1.9 trillion, about half of all Federal budget expenditures. Defense plus veterans’ benefits and interest 
on debt total about $1.0 trillion, or 27% of expenditures. That leaves less than 25% to support all other Federal 
programs. 
 
The trade deficit was about $566 billion in 2017 and is now discussed as a part of tariff negotiations. 
 
Our savings rate as a percent of our income is low at 3.2 to 3.4% in February, 2018. Household borrowing pushed 
total consumer debt to $13.3 trillion by August 15, 2018, about two-thirds of the GDP. Mortgage and auto loan 
debt total about three-fourths of total US consumer debt. Consumer debt adds up to be about 85% of all Federal 
public debt. 
 
Two ratios define trends in the US government budget over several years. First, the ratio of social spending, mainly 
Entitlements, to total federal spending: in 1980 the ratio was 30%, in 2016, 52%. Second, the ratio of public debt 
to GDP: in 1980 the ratio was 26%, in 2016, 77%. In year 1988, 13% of US public debt was held by foreign inves-
tors. 45% of our public debt was held by foreign investors in December, 2017. 
 
At the difficult financial time near the end of WWII, the ratio of public debt 
to GDP was 106%. The present ratio is about 77%. You may hear that the 
ratio of the ‘total national debt’ is 110%, which is correct. In 1945, the na-
tional defense allocation totaled about 89% of the US budget expenditures.  
Today national defense absorbs about 19% of total budget expenditures if 
veterans’ benefits are included. 
 
If you listen carefully, you can hear the turbulence of the waterfalls down-
stream. We should be preparing to portage around the falls. That will  
require hard work, compromise, and financial pain. 

The Fiscal Canoe Rumbles Downstream 
by Howard  

Johnson 

Multi-purpose room 

Pub 

Multi-purpose lobby 



 

 

Help Northcrest Go Green! 
You can help Northcrest reduce paper use and save postage by having The Northcrester delivered directly 

to your computer!  If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, please contact Brenda at 
bbrouwer@northcrestcommunity.org.   

Northcrest Community 
 “Uniquely Yours, Uniquely Home.” 

1801 20th Street 
Ames, Iowa 50010 

www.northcrestcommunity.org 

THE NORTHCRESTER is created by and 
for the residents of Northcrest  Community. 

Its purpose is to share items of mutual 
interest and future events. It is published with 
the support of the Northcrest administration.   

 
Editorial committee:  

Judy Brooks, Dale Christensen, Phyllis  
Harris, Norma Hensley, Lorene Hoover,  

Mim Patterson, John Stanford, and Brenda 
Brouwer, ex officio.  

Additional Contributions by:  
Ron & Dee Matthews, Linda Doyle. 

 

The Northcrest Foundation assists Northcrest, Inc. by encouraging 
charitable giving from individuals and organizations. 

 The Horizon Club was launched in 1981 at the same time the Permanent Endow-
ment Fund was established.  The Horizon Club was the informal social affiliate of the           
Permanent Endowment Fund, uniting and honoring those who gave "seed money" to 

help make the Northcrest Community a reality, and the individuals who have             
contributed substantially since then.   

 Today, it continues to attract members who are passionate about the 
mission of Northcrest and want to join with others who recognize the  importance 

of the Northcrest concept. 
 

 There are now 4 funds in addition to the Permanent Endowment 
Fund. These funds provide greater opportunities for gifting, depending on each 
individual's interest.   For more information, go to www.northcrestcommunity.org, and click on the Foundation tab. 
 

 The goal of preserving Northcrest’s legacy as the premier Retirement Community in Central Iowa is of the 
utmost importance.   Watch for information on how you can join your friends in the Horizon Club and support the 
mission of Northcrest. —Linda Doyle 


